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ART & CULTURE : REVIEW

Jade Chavis Watt as Etta James, Wow!
By ERIKA PERKINSON - Published January 15 2013

The divine Etta herself could’ve picked jade Chavis Watt to portray her life of song in Spotlight on Etta
James at the Camelot Theatre. Ms. Watt nailed the energy of the songs and the emotions they evoke,

with her own soulful voice. She
seemed to be feeling every word in
each song and gave it her all. The first
act was just a warm up for act II and
gave us a taste of Ms. Watt’s abilities...
In act II she really let Etta out and did
a beautiful job singing these stories of
her life.  When she belted out “Damn
Your Eyes,” the audience felt the pain,
the angst and the hunger for love that
Etta went through. Ms. Watt did an
exemplary job of singing these songs
and telling the story of Etta James. I
wanted to go back and see it again!

The musicians are to be greatly commended as well, because their talents came through each
instrument they played in accompaniment to Ms. Watt’s singing. The narrator, Brian Fraser, also did
an excellent job of telling Etta’s life story – full of struggle, pain and survival. And of course, the
indomitable Livia Genese without whom Camelot would not be doing the wonderful theater it is
staging today.

The Camelot Theatre is a wonderful venue in Talent for the musicals and the spotlights they do on
entertainers, bringing us the music we
grew up with, or remember hearing our
folks play.

Be sure to see Spotlight on Etta
James, you will not regret it and simply
seeing and hearing Jade Chavis Watt
sing Etta James will enrich your life a
few fold! This messenger looks forward
to seeing her in other productions.

The shows at the Camelot Theatre are
a treat and a terrific adjunct to the
other live theater productions in our
area! Camelot’s shows are not to be
missed, no matter what your age or musical preference, because as a very un-famous person once
said, “All music is a gift. To appreciate it is to give back that gift, and that’s all it asks…”

Spotlight on Etta James runs until January 20, each evening at 8pm with a matinee show on the 20th
at 2pm.

For more information call: 541-535-5250, or visit them online at CamelotTheatre.org.

Photos: Cynthia Rucryst, Camelot Theatre
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